
ABOUT ME
I am a multifaceted designer that enjoys 

combining different media, such as 

photography, video, print, and web 

to tell a story. When I am not pushing 

pixels, I can be found at the pottery 

wheel, running (short distances) with my 

wife, Sarah, or learning a bit of useless 

trivia, armed with a steaming cup of 

coffee in hand.
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SOFTWARE

ABILITIES

Print Design

Photography

Web Design

Front-end Dev

Videography

Teamwork

Communication

EXPERIENCE

Design Manager for Print 
and Media
Cumberland University

Responsibilities include: producing print, web, 

photo, and video collateral for the University’s 

external marketing campaigns; manage team 

of interns; establish project management 

system; establish and protect the University’s 

brand; coordinate social media and in-bound 

marketing strategies. Work closely with print 

shops to ensure quality print results; work 

with Executive Director of Communications to 

increase efficiency and efficacy of the Office 

of Communications.

Graphic Designer/Web 
Developer
Essary Design

Work with organizations to design and 

develop websites, digital assets, and print 

materials to develop brand awareness and  

increase leads.

Graphic Designer
Cumberland University

Work closely with the Executive Director 

of Communications, fellow designers, and 

webmaster to develop the University brand 

identity and graphics.

NOW
2012-

2015
2012-

2011
2009-

EDUCATION

NOW
2013-

2011
2008-

M.A.F.A., Studio Art
Cumberland University

Expected to complete May 2015

B.F.A., Art and Design
Cumberland University

WordPress

HTML5

CSS3

PhotoshopPs

IllustratorAi

InDesignId

Premiere ProPr

LightroomLr

SpeedgradeSg

HISTORIC LEBANON
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The Phoenix Rising
The Phoenix Rising is a bi-annual alumni 

magazine for Cumberland University. Its 

mission is to inform the CU community 

about the latest news and happenings 

at the University. The production of this 

magazine is a collaboration with the 

Office of Advancement and printed on 

environmentally friendly FSC paper.

behance.net/jessary



Address
214 Pennsylvania Ave, Lebanon, TN 37087 john@essarydesign.com              (615) 476-3771

ContactJOHN
ESSARY

graphic designer

Show Hope Email 
Marketing Template

A major connection point for Show 

Hope is their email marketing and 

communication. That is why the design 

and layout for this template was 

no small task. I designed this email 

template to be versatile for the sender, 

and at the same time, retain maximum 

functionality for the recipient. 
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NewCreature.me
NewCreature.me is a membership 

based website that provides follow-up 

content to clients of William (Bud) T. 

Lambert, PLC. It was designed for and 

developed on the WordPress platform. 

Since its launch, I have worked with 

Bud’s team to implement new features, 

adjust content, and provide site and 

server security. 
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Bold Moves
This half-fold card was mailed to 

University presidents all over the 

country. It provides and at-a-glance view 

of university statistics and progress. 

The editorial content on the inside-left 

panel provides as deeper insight about 

this information. This piece was created 

in collaboration with the Office of 

Communications and the President.
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CU Viewbook
The viewbook is one of Cumberland 

University’s biggest assets when 

connecting to a potential student. I 

designed the cover to be classic but 

eye-catching. A knockout varnish was 

printed over the large background 

shield graphic. This allows the light to 

catch the graphic and the graphic to 

catch the eye. Internally, the design is 

meant to be fresh and dynamic while 

clearly displaying the information that 

interest our prospective students. This 

piece was created in collaboration with 

the Admissions Office.
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